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178  district  GAZETTtnR  : VADODARA 

to  Kachchh,  Kathiawad  and  Gujarat.  They  are  Vaishnavas  of  ValUbH 
Chari  and'^Ramamiji  sects.  Tlieir  family  goddcs^s  is  Randal  Mata,  and  ih^' 
are  devout  worsliippers  of  Darya  Pir,  the  spirit  of  the  Indus,  who  is 
to  have  saved  them  when  they  fled  from  Multan.  They  w^ear  the  sacred 
thread  and  allow  widow  marriage- 


CUtnVATORS 


Among  ciiltivalors  the  Patel.  Kachhia.  and  Mali  are  found  in  this 
district.  Patels  arc  divided  into  two  sub -divisions  l eva  and  Kadva.  In  this 
district  l eva  Patels  are  mainly  fotind.  Gujarati  Patels  claim  to  be  of 
Kshairiya  stock.  They  are  Gujjars  and  came  from  Punjab.  The 

Kachhia  is  a caste  of  market  growers,  from  kat<  hha,  a vegetable 
garden.  They  are  said  to  be  originally  Kanbi  or  Koli  cultivators 
who  took  to  the  grtjwtng  of  garden  produce  and  formed  a separate 
caste.  In  addition  to  growing  garden  produce,  Kachhias  are  also 
bricklayers,  hand  loom  weavers,  carpenters,  sawyers,  shop-keepers  and  are 
also  employed  in  Govemnieni  and  private  services.  In  religion,  they  are 
Bijpanthi,  Sw  ami  n a ray  an  or  Vallabhachari.  Among  their  sub^castes,  the 
Andharia  and  Kliatri  Kachhias  are  like  the  Matia  Kanbts,  followers  of  Imam 
Shah  and  observe  half-Hindu,  half  Mahomedan  rites.  They  fast  on  Ramzan 
and  visit  Piraiia  fdistrici  Ahmadobad)-  Marriage  ceremonies  do  not  differ  from 
tiiose  of  Hindus  in  general.  Widow^  marriage  and  divorce  are  allowed.  Like 
Hindus  the  dead  are  burnt  and  shraddha  ceremonies  are  performed.  The 
Mali  is  a caste  of  gardeners-  They  are  gardeners  and  flower  sellers.  They 
are  vegetarians.  In  religion,  they  are  Kabirpanlhi,  Ramanuji,  Vallabhacban, 
Swaminarayan  and  some  of  them  are  also  Jains.  Their  birth,  mamage, 
and  death  customs  do  not  differ  from  those  of  Hindus.  Widows  at® 
allowed  to  remarry,  Leviratc  is  a common  practice  among  them-  Dhorcc 
is  granted.  The  Matia  is  a casic  of  Kanbis,  They  were  originally 
Kanbis,  who  came  to  be  called  Matia,  because  they  followed  ^ 
Mat  or  doctrine  of  the  Pir.  They  thus  acquired  many  M t^l i 
and  observances  and  had  to  separate  from  the  Lewa  Kanbis. 
are  strict  vegetarians,  T uey  follow  the  Atharva  Veda  inid 
Salpanthf.  They  worship  the  tombs  of  Muslim  saints  uho 
at  Pirana^  Navsari,  Ahmadahad  and  Burhanpur.  Their  sacred 
a collection  of  religious  precepts  called  Shikshapatri  made  by 
the  saint  of  Pirana.  Some  of  them  learn  this  book  by  heart  and  are  ca 
or  devotee,  A family  of  the  Kakas  ofliciates  at  a temple 
Sin  or  taluka.  Mali  as  have  three  religious  divisions  : Paiichia  t»r  qi 

of  Surabhai’s  maysoleum,  originally  managed  by  five  tlevotees  * 
followers  of  Baba  Mahomed's  mausoleum,  originany  manage  ^j.jgipaliy 


devotees;  and  Athia  or  followers  of  Bakr  AH's  mausoleum 
managed  by  eight  devotees.  Except  in  bciiig  devotees  of  these  di 
these  dmsions  do  not  differ  in  belief  or  in  practice.  Matias  ^ 


oripy 

different  suj 
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fast  anti  observe  the  Uras  or  sainrs  day.  Besides  Muslim  holidays, 

they  dhyS’^f  fasting,  Holi,  Akhalrij,  Divaso,  Belev  and  Divali. 

Their  chief  places  of  pilgrimage  arc  Navsari^  Verna r,  Piraiia  and  Burhanpur, 

Widow  marriage  is  allowed.  Divorce  is  lawful.  They  bury  their  dead.  From 
1880  'there  has  been  a split  among  the  Matias,  Through  the  preaching  of  an 
ascetic  culled  Niinuildas,  who  told  them  of  their  Lewa  Kanbi  origin,  some 
families  cal  I mg  themselves  \ aishnava  N4alias  formed  themselves  into  a separate 
caste  as  distinguislied  from  Uic  Pirana  Malias.  Tlie  seceding  or  Vaishnava 
M alias  have  joined  liic  Ramanandi  and  Dad  u pant  hi  sects.  They  worship 
images  of  RaiichluHlji  or  Dwarkanathji  and  go  on  pilgrimage  to  Banaras, 

Mathura,  etc.  Flic  Vaishnava  Matias  have  abandoned  all  Muslim  custonris, 
call  Brahmans  to  i>fliciate  on  marriage  and  other  occasions  and  in  all  respects 
live  like  Lewa  Kanbis, 

Bhanutd  and  Rahari 

Among  heardsmen  U\c  Bharw'ad  and  the  Rabari  castes  are  generally 
found  in  this  district.  They  have  migrated  from  Central  Asia  though  they 
claim  Goku!  Brindavan  to  be  their  original  home,  Krishna's  foster-father 
NanJ  Meher  belonged  to  this  caste.  From  Gokul,  they  are  said  to  have 
moved  to  Mew  ad,  and  from  Me  wad  they  have  spread  into  Gujarat,  They 
sdl  goat  and  ew'cs'  milk  and  weave  and  sell  woollen  blankets.  Except  a few 
who  are  Ramanandis,  Bharwads  arc  followers  of  goddesses.  Among  the 
Bharwads  of  Central  and  South  Gujarat,  marriages  are  performed  with  little 
or  no  ceremony.  A Brahman  or  a Darji,  c^r  in  their  absence,  one  of  the 
niembers  of  the  bride's  family  olTiciates  at  the  marriage.  Widow  marriage 
IS  allowed.  A younger  brother  of  the  deceased  husband  has  the  first  claim 
on  his  brother's  widow.  Divorce  is  al lowed.  They  bum  the  dead.  The 
Kubaris  claim  to  be  Rajputs,  who,  instead  of  marrying  Rajput  women, 
niarried  celestial  damsels  (apsaras)  that  is,  perhaps,  Charaii  women  or 
slaughters  of  god  ( devipinris ) as  they  style  themselves  and  were,  therefore, 
called  Raha-Bahari,  that  is  going  out  of  path.  Their  original  home  is  said 
lo  be  the  Uttar  Pradesh  from  which  they  moved  to  Marwad,  and  from 
^ ere  to  Gujarat.  They  belong  to  Bijmargi,  Ramanandi,  and  Pirana 
Sects.  Among  them,  all  marriages  take  place  on  the  same  day.  The  Rabaris 
one  or  more  villages  who  wish  to  have  their  daughters  married  meet  in 
^ l^mple,  A Brahman  is  called  and  he  fixes  the  marriage  day*  Marriage  among 
relations  is  avoided.  The  dead  are  buried.  Shraddhas  are  performed, 

the  help  of  a Brahman  and  caste  people  are  feasted  on  the  eleventh 
fwelfth  , * 1 “atidar.com 

day  after  death. 

th'  many  castes,  wliich  consist  of  the  Hindu  craftsmen  of 

district.  Among  them  Bhavsar,  Chhipa,  Darji,  Ghanchi,  Gola,  Kansara, 
utri,  Kumbhar,  Luliar,  Mochi,  Salat,  Soni,  and  Suthar  are  the  main 
s cs  of  craftsmen  found  in  this  district. 
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Rajputs  were  converted  to  Islam,  lii  fact  a chain  reaction  was  stnr+ 
imied  tril  the  end  of  the  Snllanatc,  Thev 


proce^^^wni'CH'  wmimieti  irn  me  eno  or  me  iMHianatc,  They  brou  k 
being  the  Molesatam  Girasiah  commiinily.  one  of  the  important 
owing  communities  in  Gujarat.  Their  name  is  derived  from  Mau1a-I 
meaning  masters  in  Islam.  They  arc  mainly  found  in  ihc  Savli  V " 
Dahhoi.  Vaghodia  and  Sinor  taluVns  of  this  district.  They  dine* 
other  Muslim.  Though  they  sometimes  take  meat,  they  are  m^tl^ 
vegetarians  like  the  Hindus.  A Molcsnlain  will  get  his  daughter  married 
to  a Shaikh.  Saiyad,  Mughal  or  Bnhi*  hut  not,  as  a rule,  with  other 
Muslims  vs  ho  are  inferior  in  social  status.  Tlic  son  of  a chief  may  get 
a Rajput  girl  in  marriage  : hirt  other  Molesalnms  marry  either  among  their 
own  people  or  the  poorer  classes  of  Muslims,  They  employ  kazis  or 
manfv/s.  bui  also  maintain  their  own  lirahman  family  priests  and  support 
Bhats  and  Charans.  Some  of  them  keep  their  names  according  to  Hindus 
and  Muslims  both,  Tn  the  matter  of  religion  I hey  are  Sunni  by  faith. 


The  M'lleks  are  conviTred  Hindus.  They  arc  mainly  found  in  Clihota 
t'dcpur,  Dahhoi,  Sinor.  Sankficda,  Jetpur-Pavi,  Savit  and  Karjan  taliikas 
of  this  disirict.  "f  hey  are  landlords,  cultivators  and  servicemen.  The  Mnleks 
are  organised  in  iamafs  and  its  rules  are  strictly  observed.  The  Maleks 
prefer  to  marry  among  near  relatives,  the  girl  being  given  outside  only, 
if  a suitable  bridegroom  is  not  available  among  them.  The  marriage  calls 
arc  always  inii  rated  by  Ihc  bridegroom’s  people  by  sending  a pmgnm  to  the 
bride's  people.  This  is  cem firmed  usually  by  a gift  of  Rs.  5 from  the 
former  to  the  latter.  Subsequently,  gifts  of  eatables  are  sent  to  each  other 
by  both  parties,  Tn  the  matter  of  social  cu.stmns  they  do  not  differ  much 
from  other  con\erted  Hindus.  They  are  Sunnis  by  religion. 


Tlic  Rajput  origin  of  the  fiartiisas  is  indicated  by  their  names  'vh'cl’ 
are  still  mostly  Hindus.  Xhey  are  generally  poor  except  those  Rajp”^ 
landowiny  families  who  arc  very  wcll-ofr  and  constitute  the  upper  class 
the  Muslims.  They  resemble  the  Maleks  in  tlieir  poverty  and  back'vardae..^ 
They  are  mainly  found  in  Ihc  Dahhoi.  Vaghodia.  Sankheda.  Savli. 
and  Sint  r tatiikas  of  this  district.  In  villages  they  are  agriciiltur^s** 
in  towns,  mill-workers  and  labourers,  [.ess  than  a quarter  of  them 
foufui  to  be  literate,  fn  ihe  matter  of  social  customs  like  birth.  *^^5^ 
and  death  they  observe  Muslim  customs.  They  arc  Sunni  by  relig 


The  Mnmnas  from  Momins  ( believers ) are  de.scendants_ofJjj^^^^^ 


— « — tvtwiujjjs  I nej levers  j are 

many  castes  converted  to  the  Shiah  form  of  the  faith 
^ the  Ismailiya  Saiyads,  among  whom  Tmamshah  of 
_j_s  inguished.  They  are  m.iinly  found  in  Karjan  taluka 

th*-’ 


...ctii.jj,  luunu  in  ivuijcui 

They  are  mainly  cotton  weavers.  They  also  sell  colton 
Both  males  and  females  have  Hindu  names.  Among  them  ^ 
IS  practised  and  dead  are  hnried.  Dke  Hindus,  women  wail  a 
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vvhcre  Ti  TaTr  is  hTki  regularly.  TTTis  Nava  IvaTTi 
Irnaiiishali.  wUo  was  ihc  Inuiuler  of  tlic  Pnana  Sect. 


while  sotne  liavc 
ill  Id  ihuftiya.  Th^ 
hn;unshah\s  bcK>k  of 

I'*--  IS  a of 

^rluka  ill  this  tlistrict 
was  the  d INC  I pic  ^ 


by  Syed  MLiharnmad  Jaunpuri  in  the  sixteenth  centur,v.  Ukc  Hindus,  they 
form  a separate  juifiaf,  willi  a headmaiT  of  their  own.  hi  Vadodara,  they 
have  a naJa  of  their  own.  Their  special  doctrinal  beliefs  have  placed 
diem  in  a special  posiiion  among  the  Muslims  of  Gujarat.  Ihcir  educa- 
tional standards  arc  not  very  liigh.  Jn  ilic  maUer  of  religion  they  are 
Shiah/Sunni  by  religion. 

The  Chhipas  arc  mainly  caiico-priniers.  They  arc  Hindu  cotiverts 
who  follow  their  old  occupatitm.  I iicy  are  found  in  Dabhoi,  Vaghodia, 
SaJikheda  and  Jclpur-Pavi  talukas  of  this  tlistrict.  U is  said  iliat  originaHy 
they  came  from  Rajasthan,  riicy  put  on  Mtishni  dress,  They  keep 
marriage  relatioji.s  ajiiong  their  own  coniiiumity.  Tliey  do  not  diher 
much  from  other  Muslims  in  mailer  of  social  cusloins,  Ihey  are  Suuui 
by  religion.  In  all  llicit‘  settlements,  they  ha\e  u ell -managed  union  or 
with  a headman  chosen  by  the  members. 

M usUm  -Among  Muslims,  particularly 

ujiiong  converted  Muslims,  there  arc  certain  social  1 groups,  who,  by  their 
uccupatioiial  patj.ern,  developed  compact  characteristics  and  have  social 
c'usloms  innuenced  by  their  counterparts  among  Hindus.  Some  of  the 
leading  occupadoiial  groups  are  narrated  as  under  : 

i he  term  fmkir,  means  a jticndicant.  I he  traditional  occU[nili^m  of  llicsc 
people  at  one  time  w-as  beggings  but  now  a nimiber  of  them  have  settled 
Jn  the  towns  and  rural  areas.  In  villages  they  are  cuUi\aiors  and  in  towns 
they  follow  niiscenancoLis  trades.  Tliey  are  mainly  founil  in  the  Si  nor, 
C'hhota  Udepur,  Dabhoi,  Vagliodia,  Sanklieda,  .letpur-l'avi,  Sa\li,  ami  Karjati 
hilukas  of  this  district.  In  matter  of  social  customs  like  birth,  marri:r§dl ltmdar.com 
death  they  follow  Muslim  customs  while  in  religion  they  are  Sunni  by  faith. 

I.  MiHttA,  S,  C, , Co  in  Cnjitrut^  p\\  U9-77  iiiul  luj. 


(Bk)  H-112 — 27  (Lino) 
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